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this request the Admiralty refused to accede. It is true that
Mr. George Elliott., K.C., was sent down to hold a depart-
mental investigation, and that Mr. R. D. Acland, K.C.,
the Judge Advocate of the Fleet, conducted an enquiry into
the matter, but on each occasion the department refused to
allow Archer-Shee to be represented by solicitor or counsel.
There was therefore no sifting of the evidence by cross-
examination, and it is not surprising that the original
decision was not disturbed.
The attitude of the department seemed to Carson in-
defensible, yet it was difficult to see how, without their
help, the boy's reputation could ever be vindicated. En-
deavours were made to induce the Director of Public
Prosecutions to bring a prosecution : then a plan was
entertained of persuading some friend to bring a collusive
prosecution. For over a year, Carson worked indefatigably,
like Zola and Maitre Labori in the case of Dreyfus, to obtain
an impartial reopening of the case. AU his efforts were in
vain, until finally he conceived the idea of proceeding by
" petition of right." The maxim, " The King can do no
wrong," is one which applies literally in the Courts. But
redress is given to his subjects, not as of right, but as a
matter of grace, when damage accrues as a result of a breach
of a contract by the Crown. By ancient custom, when a
subject humbly " petitions " the Crown in respect of such
a breach of contract, the Attorney-General on behalf of the
Crown endorses the claim, " Let right be done," and the
Crown thus waives its immunity. A contract between the
Crown and the subject is the foundation of procedure by
petition of right. Could a contract be established between
a parent, whose son is sent to be educated as a naval officer
at an official naval college, and the Crown? At any rate,
the experiment was worth the trial. As a matter of business,
some sort of agreement seems to be implied in such an
arrangement in a country whose officers are trained and
recruited from an early age on a voluntary system, largely
through the express consent and will of parents. In return
for a parent's devoting his child, still of tender age, to the
prescribed career of naval service, the King may be said to